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Item 5. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure.

In a press release dated March 15, 2004, FleetBoston Financial Corporation, or FleetBoston, announced an agreement in principle with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, and the New York Attorney General to pay $140 million to settle charges involving market
timing in Columbia mutual funds. A copy of that press release is filed as Exhibit 99.1 to this Report and is incorporated by reference herein.

Item 7. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

Exhibit No. Description

Exhibit 99.1 Press release dated March 15, 2004 announcing FleetBoston s agreement in principle with the SEC and the
New York Attorney General.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

FLEETBOSTON FINANCIAL CORPORATION

(Registrant)

By: /s/ Ernest L. Puschaver

Ernest L. Puschaver
Chief Accounting Officer

Dated: March 16, 2004



