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PART I.

Item 1.  Business

Summit Financial Group, Inc. (“Company” or “Summit”) is a $1.49 billion financial holding company headquartered in
Moorefield, West Virginia incorporated on March 5, 1987.  We provide community banking services primarily in the
Eastern Panhandle and South Central regions of West Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley and Northern region of
Virginia.  We provide these services through our community bank subsidiary, Summit Community Bank (“Summit
Community” or “Bank”).  We also operate Summit Insurance Services, LLC in Moorefield, West Virginia and Leesburg,
Virginia, which provides insurance brokerage services to individuals and businesses covering corporate and personal
property and casualty insurance products, as well as group health and life insurance products and consulting services.

Community Banking

We provide a wide range of community banking services, including demand, savings and time deposits; commercial,
real estate and consumer loans; letters of credit; and cash management services.  The deposits of Summit Community
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation ("FDIC").

In order to compete with other financial service providers, we principally rely upon personal relationships established
by our officers, directors and employees with our clients, and specialized services tailored to meet our clients’
needs.  We have maintained a strong community orientation by, among other things, supporting the active
participation of staff members in local charitable, civic, school, religious and community development activities.  We
also have a marketing program that primarily utilizes local radio and newspapers to advertise.  Banking, like most
industries, is becoming more dependent on technology as a means of marketing to customers, including the Internet,
which we also utilize.  This approach, coupled with continuity of service by the same staff members, enables Summit
Community to develop long-term customer relationships, maintain high quality service and respond quickly to
customer needs.  We believe that our emphasis on local relationship banking, together with a prudent approach to
lending, are important factors in our success and growth.

All operational and support functions that are transparent to clients are centralized in order to achieve consistency and
cost efficiencies in the delivery of products and services by each banking office.  The central office provides services
such as data processing, deposit operations, accounting, treasury management, loan administration, loan review,
compliance, risk management and internal auditing to enhance our delivery of quality service.  We also provide
overall direction in the areas of credit policy and administration, strategic planning, marketing, investment portfolio
management, human resources administration, and other financial and administrative services. The banking offices
work closely with us to develop new products and services needed by their customers and to introduce enhancements
to existing products and services.

Lending

Our primary lending focus is providing commercial loans to local businesses with annual sales generally ranging from
$300,000 to $30 million and providing owner-occupied real estate loans to individuals.  Typically, our customers have
financing requirements between $50,000 and $5 million.  We generally do not seek loans of more than $10 million but
will consider larger lending relationships exhibiting above-average credit quality.  Under our commercial banking
strategy, we focus on offering a broad line of financial products and services to small and medium-sized businesses
through full service banking offices.  Summit Community Bank has senior management with extensive lending
experience.  These managers exercise substantial authority over credit and pricing decisions, subject to loan
committee approval for larger credits.
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We segment our loan portfolio in to the following major lending categories: commercial, commercial real estate,
construction and development, residential real estate, and consumer. Commercial loans are loans made to commercial
borrowers that are not secured by real estate. These encompass loans secured by accounts receivable, inventory, and
equipment, as well as unsecured loans. Commercial real estate loans consist of commercial mortgages, which
generally are secured by nonresidential and multi-family residential properties. Commercial real estate loans are made
to many of the same customers and carry similar industry risks as the commercial loan portfolio. Construction and
development loans are loans made for the purpose of financing construction or development projects. This portfolio
includes commercial and residential land development loans, one-to-four family housing construction, both pre-sold
and speculative in nature, multi-family housing construction, non-residential building construction, and undeveloped
land. Residential real estate loans are mortgage loans to consumers and are secured primarily by a first lien deed of
trust. These loans are traditional one-to-four family residential mortgages. Also included in this category of loans are
second liens on one-to-four family properties, commercial loans secured by one-to-four family residence, and home
equity loans. Consumer loans are loans that establish consumer credit that is granted for the consumer’s personal use.
These loans include automobile loans and recreational vehicle loans, as well as personal secured and unsecured loans.
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Our loan underwriting guidelines and standards are consistent with the prudent banking practices applicable to the
relevant exposure and are updated periodically and presented to the Board of Directors for approval. The purpose of
these standards and guidelines are:  to grant loans on a sound and collectible basis; to invest available funds in a safe
and profitable manner; to serve the legitimate credit needs of our primary market area; and to ensure that all loan
applicants receive fair and equal treatment in the lending process. It is the intent of the underwriting guidelines and
standards to: minimize losses by carefully investigating the credit history of each applicant; verify the source of
repayment and the ability of the applicant to repay; collateralize those loans in which collateral is deemed to be
required; exercise care in the documentation of the application, review, approval, and origination process; and
administer a comprehensive loan collection program.

Our real estate underwriting loan-to-value (“LTV”) policy limits are at or below current bank regulatory guidelines, as
follows:

Regulatory
LTV
Guideline

Summit
LTV
Policy Limit

Undeveloped land 65% 65%
Land development 75% 70%
Construction:
Commercial, multifamily, and other non-residential 80% 80%
1-4 family residential, consumer borrower 85% 85%
1-4 family residential, commercial borrower 85% 80%
Improved property:
Residential real estate - nonowner occupied 85% 85%
Commercial real estate - owner occupied 85% 85%
Commercial real estate - nonowner occupied 85% 85%
Owner occupied 1-4 family 90% 90%
Home equity 90% 90%

Exceptions are permitted to these regulatory guidelines as long as such exceptions are identified, monitored, and
reported to the Board of Directors at least quarterly, and the total of such exceptions do not exceed 100% of Summit
Community’s total regulatory capital, which totaled $169.6 million as of December 31, 2015.  As of this date, we had
loans approximating $54.9 million which exceeded the above regulatory LTV guidelines, as follows:
Undeveloped land $1.7 million
Land development $2.2 million
Construction:
Commercial, multifamily, and other non-residential $—
1-4 family residential, consumer borrower $—
1-4 family residential, commercial borrower $—
Improved property:
Residential real estate - nonowner occupied $3.9 million
Commercial real estate - owner occupied $24.1 million
Commercial real estate - nonowner occupied $11.4 million
Owner occupied 1-4 family $10.5 million
Home equity $1.1 million

Our underwriting standards and practice are designed to originate both fixed and variable rate loan products,
consistent with the underwriting guidelines discussed above. Adjustable rate and variable rate loans are underwritten,
giving consideration both to the loan’s initial rate and to higher assumed rates, commensurate with reasonably
anticipated market conditions.  Accordingly, we want to insure that adequate primary repayment capacity exists to
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address both future increases in interest rates and fluctuations in the underlying cash flows available for
repayment.  Historically, we have not offered “payment option ARM” loans.  Further, we have had no loan portfolio
products which were specifically designed for “sub-prime” borrowers (defined as consumers with a credit score of less
than 599).
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Supervision and Regulation

General

We are subject to regulation by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (“FRB”), the West Virginia
Division of Financial Institutions, the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), and other federal and state
regulators.  As a financial holding company, we are subject to the restrictions of the Bank Holding Company Act of
1956, as amended (“BHCA”), are registered pursuant to its provisions, and are subject to examination by the FRB.  As a
financial holding company doing business in West Virginia, we are also subject to regulation by and must submit
annual reports to the West Virginia Division of Financial Institutions.

The BHCA prohibits the acquisition by a financial holding company of direct or indirect ownership of more than five
percent (5%) of the voting shares of any bank within the United States without prior approval of the FRB. With
certain exceptions, a financial holding company is prohibited from acquiring direct or indirect ownership or control of
more than five percent (5%) of the voting shares of any company that is not a bank, and from engaging directly or
indirectly in business unrelated to the business of banking or managing or controlling banks.

The FRB, in its Regulation Y, permits financial holding companies to engage in non-banking activities closely related
to banking or managing or controlling banks.  Approval of the FRB is necessary to engage in these activities or to
make acquisitions of corporations engaging in these activities as the FRB determines whether these acquisitions or
activities are in the public interest. In addition, by order, and on a case by case basis, the FRB may approve other
non-banking activities.

The BHCA permits us to purchase or redeem our own securities.  However, Regulation Y provides that prior notice
must be given to the FRB if the total consideration for such purchase or consideration, when aggregated with the net
consideration paid by us for all such purchases or redemptions during the preceding 12 months is equal to ten percent
(10%) or more of our consolidated net worth.  Prior notice is not required if (i) both before and immediately after the
redemption, the financial holding company is well capitalized; (ii) the financial holding company is well managed and
(iii) the financial holding company is not the subject of any unresolved supervisory issues.

The FRB has broad authority to prohibit activities of bank holding companies and their non-banking subsidiaries that
represent unsafe and unsound banking practices or which constitute violations of laws or regulations.  The FRB also
can assess civil money penalties for certain activities conducted on a knowing and reckless basis, if those activities
caused a substantial loss to a depository institution.  The penalties can be as high as $1 million for each day the
activity continues.

Summit Community, our only bank subsidiary, is subject to West Virginia banking statutes and regulations, and is
primarily regulated by the West Virginia Division of Financial Institutions and the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (“FDIC”).  The Bank is also subject to regulations promulgated by the FRB.  As a member of the FDIC,
Summit Community’s deposits are insured as required by federal law.  Bank regulatory authorities regularly examine
revenues, loans, investments, management practices, and other aspects of Summit Community.  These examinations
are conducted primarily to protect depositors and not shareholders.  In addition to these regular examinations, the
Bank must furnish to regulatory authorities quarterly reports containing full and accurate statements of its affairs.

Because we are a public company, we are subject to regulation by the SEC.  SEC regulations require us to disclose
certain types of business and financial data on a regular basis to the SEC and to our shareholders.  We are required to
file annual, quarterly and current reports with the SEC.  We prepare and file an annual report on Form 10-K with the
SEC that contains detailed financial and operating information, as well as a management response to specific
questions about our operations.  SEC regulations require that our annual reports to shareholders contain certified
financial statements and other specific items such as management’s discussion and analysis of our financial condition
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and results of operations.  We must also file quarterly reports with the SEC on Form 10-Q that contain detailed
financial and operating information for the prior quarter and we must file current reports on Form 8-K to provide the
pubic with information on recent material events.

In addition to periodic reporting to the SEC, we are subject to proxy rules and tender offer rules issued by the
SEC.  Our officers, directors and principal shareholders (holding 10% or more of our stock) must also submit reports
to the SEC regarding their holdings of our stock and any changes to such holdings, and they are subject to short-swing
profit liability.  Because we are traded on the NASDAQ, we are also subject to the listing standards of NASDAQ.
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Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010

On July 21, 2010, sweeping financial regulatory reform legislation, entitled the “Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act” (the “Dodd-Frank Act”), was signed into law.  The Dodd-Frank Act, which is complex and
broad in scope, established the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection (the “CFPB”), which has extensive regulatory
and enforcement powers over consumer financial products and services, and the Financial Stability Oversight Council,
which has oversight authority for monitoring systemic risk.  We will be required to comply with the Consumer
Financial Protection Act and the CFPB’s rules; however, these rules will be enforced by our primary regulator, the
FRB, not the CFPB.  In addition, the Dodd-Frank Act alters the authority and duties of the federal banking and
securities regulatory agencies, implements certain corporate governance requirements for all public companies,
including financial institutions with regard to executive compensation, proxy access by shareholders, and certain
whistleblower provisions, and restricts certain proprietary trading and hedge fund and private equity activities of
banks and their affiliates.  Although the regulations that directly affect our business have been adopted, many of the
provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act are subject to final rulemaking by the U.S. financial regulatory agencies, and the
implications of the Dodd-Frank Act for our business will depend to some extent on how such rules are adopted and
implemented by the primary U.S. financial regulatory agencies.

Bank Holding Company Activities

In general, the BHC Act limits the business of bank holding companies to banking, managing or controlling banks and
other activities that the FRB has determined to be so closely related to banking as to be a proper incident thereto. In
addition, bank holding companies that qualify and elect to be financial holding companies may engage in any activity,
or acquire and retain the shares of a company engaged in any activity, that is either (i) financial in nature or incidental
to such financial activity (as determined by the FRB in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury) or (ii)
complementary to a financial activity and does not pose a substantial risk to the safety and soundness of depository
institutions or the financial system generally (as solely determined by the FRB), without prior approval of the FRB.

Activities that are financial in nature include securities underwriting and dealing, insurance underwriting and making
merchant banking investments. Some examples of non-banking activities which presently may be performed by a
financial holding company are: making or acquiring, for its own account or the account of others, loans and other
extensions of credit; operating as an industrial bank, or industrial loan company, in the manner authorized by state
law; servicing loans and other extensions of credit; performing or carrying on any one or more of the functions or
activities that may be performed or carried on by a trust company in the manner authorized by federal or state law;
acting as an investment or financial advisor; leasing real or personal property; making equity or debt investments in
corporations or projects designed primarily to promote community welfare, such as the economic rehabilitation and
the development of low income areas; providing bookkeeping services or financially oriented data processing services
for the holding company and its subsidiaries; acting as an insurance agent or a broker; acting as an underwriter for
credit life insurance, which is directly related to extensions of credit by the financial holding company system;
providing courier services for certain financial documents; providing management consulting advice to non-affiliated
banks; selling retail money orders having a face value of not more than $1,000, traveler’s checks and U.S. savings
bonds; performing appraisals of real estate; arranging commercial real estate equity financing under certain limited
circumstances; providing securities brokerage services related to securities credit activities; underwriting and dealing
in government obligations and money market instruments; providing foreign exchange advisory and transactional
services; and acting, under certain circumstances, as futures commission merchant for non-affiliated persons in the
execution and clearance on major commodity exchanges of futures contracts and options.

To maintain financial holding company status, a financial holding company and all of its depository institution
subsidiaries must be “well capitalized” and “well managed.” A depository institution subsidiary is considered to be “well
capitalized” if it satisfies the requirements for this status discussed in the section captioned “Capital Requirements”
included elsewhere in this item. A depository institution subsidiary is considered “well managed” if it received a
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composite rating and management rating of at least “satisfactory” in its most recent examination. A financial holding
company’s status will also depend upon it maintaining its status as “well capitalized” and “well managed’ under applicable
FRB regulations. If a financial holding company ceases to meet these capital and management requirements, the FRB’s
regulations provide that the financial holding company must enter into an agreement with the FRB to comply with all
applicable capital and management requirements. Until the financial holding company returns to compliance, the FRB
may impose limitations or conditions on the conduct of its activities, and the company may not commence any of the
broader financial activities permissible for financial holding companies or acquire a company engaged in such
financial activities without prior approval of the FRB. If the company does not return to compliance within 180 days,
the FRB may require divestiture of the holding company’s depository institutions. Bank holding companies and banks
must also be both well capitalized and well managed in order to acquire banks located outside their home state.
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In order for a financial holding company to commence any new activity permitted by the BHC Act or to acquire a
company engaged in any new activity permitted by the BHC Act, each insured depository institution subsidiary of the
financial holding company must have received a rating of at least “satisfactory” in its most recent examination under the
Community Reinvestment Act. See the section captioned “Community Reinvestment Act” included elsewhere in this
item.

The FRB has the power to order any bank holding company or its subsidiaries to terminate any activity or to terminate
its ownership or control of any subsidiary when the FRB has reasonable grounds to believe that continuation of such
activity or such ownership or control constitutes a serious risk to the financial soundness, safety or stability of any
bank subsidiary of the bank holding company.

The Dodd-Frank Act amends the BHC Act to require the federal financial regulatory agencies to adopt rules that
prohibit banks and their affiliates from engaging in proprietary trading and investing in and sponsoring certain
unregistered investment companies (defined as hedge funds and private equity funds). The statutory provision is
commonly called the “Volcker Rule”. The Volcker Rule became effective on July 21, 2012.  On December 10, 2013, the
Federal Reserve adopted final rules implementing the Volcker Rule.   Compliance with the final rule became effective
on April 1, 2014; however, the Federal Reserve issued an order on December 18, 2014 extending the period which
institutions have to conform their activities and investments to the requirements of the Volcker Rule to July 21, 2016.
The Federal Reserve also announced its intention to grant an additional one-year extension of the conformance period
until July 21, 2017. On January 14, 2014, the banking agencies approved an interim rule to permit banking entities to
retain interests in certain collateralized debt obligations backed primarily by trust preferred securities from the
investment prohibitions of the Volcker Rule. Although we continue to evaluate the impact of the Volcker Rule and the
final rules adopted thereunder, we do not anticipate that the Volcker Rule will have a material effect on our operations
as we do not generally engage in the activities prohibited by the Volcker Rule. We may incur costs to adopt additional
policies and systems to ensure compliance with the Volcker Rule, but any such costs are not expected to be material.

The BHC Act, the Bank Merger Act, the West Virginia Banking Code and other federal and state statutes regulate
acquisitions of commercial banks. The BHC Act requires the prior approval of the FRB for the direct or indirect
acquisition by a bank holding company of more than 5.0% of the voting shares of a commercial bank or its parent
holding company. Under the Bank Merger Act, the prior approval of the FRB or other appropriate bank regulatory
authority is required for a member bank to merge with another bank or purchase the assets or assume the deposits of
another bank. In reviewing applications seeking approval of merger and acquisition transactions, the bank regulatory
authorities will consider, among other things, the competitive effect and public benefits of the transactions, the capital
position of the combined organization, the risks to the stability of the U.S. banking or financial system, the applicant’s
performance record under the Community Reinvestment Act (see the section captioned “Community Reinvestment Act”
included elsewhere in this item) and its compliance with fair housing and other consumer protection laws and the
effectiveness of the subject organizations in combating money laundering activities.

Dividends

The principal source of our liquidity is dividends from Summit Community. The prior approval of the Federal Reserve
is required if the total of all dividends declared by a state-chartered member bank in any calendar year would exceed
the sum of the bank’s net profits for that year and its retained net profits for the preceding two calendar years, less any
required transfers to surplus or to fund the retirement of preferred stock. Federal law also prohibits a state-chartered,
member bank from paying dividends that would be greater than the bank’s undivided profits. Summit Community is
also subject to limitations under West Virginia state law regarding the level of dividends that may be paid.

In addition, the Company and Summit Community are subject to other regulatory policies and requirements relating to
the payment of dividends, including requirements to maintain adequate capital above regulatory minimums. The
appropriate federal regulatory authority is authorized to determine under certain circumstances relating to the financial
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condition of a bank holding company or a bank that the payment of dividends would be an unsafe or unsound practice
and to prohibit payment thereof. The appropriate federal regulatory authorities have stated that paying dividends that
deplete a bank’s capital base to an inadequate level would be an unsafe and unsound banking practice and that banking
organizations should generally pay dividends only out of current operating earnings.

Credit and Monetary Policies and Related Matters

Summit Community is affected by the fiscal and monetary policies of the federal government and its agencies,
including the FRB.  An important function of these policies is to curb inflation and control recessions through control
of the supply of money and credit.  The operations of Summit Community are affected by the policies of government
regulatory authorities, including
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the FRB, which regulates money and credit conditions through open-market operations in United States Government
and Federal agency securities, adjustments in the discount rate on member bank borrowings, and requirements against
deposits and regulation of interest rates payable by member banks on time and savings deposits.  These policies have a
significant influence on the growth and distribution of loans, investments and deposits, and interest rates charged on
loans, or paid for time and savings deposits, as well as yields on investments.  The FRB has had a significant effect on
the operating results of commercial banks in the past and is expected to continue to do so in the future.  Future policies
of the FRB and other authorities and their effect on future earnings cannot be predicted.

The FRB has a policy that a financial holding company is expected to act as a source of financial and managerial
strength to each of its subsidiary banks and to commit resources to support each such subsidiary bank.  Under the
source of strength doctrine, the FRB may require a financial holding company to contribute capital to a troubled
subsidiary bank, and may charge the financial holding company with engaging in unsafe and unsound practices for
failure to commit resources to such a subsidiary bank.  This capital injection may be required at times when Summit
may not have the resources to provide it.  Any capital loans by a holding company to any subsidiary bank are
subordinate in right of payment to deposits and to certain other indebtedness of such subsidiary bank.  In addition, the
Crime Control Act of 1990 provides that in the event of a financial holding company's bankruptcy, any commitment
by such holding company to a Federal bank or thrift regulatory agency to maintain the capital of a subsidiary bank
will be assumed by the bankruptcy trustee and entitled to a priority of payment.

Capital Requirements

Regulatory Capital Rules in Effect Year End 2014. As a financial holding company, we are subject to FRB risk-based
capital guidelines.  The federal regulatory authorities’ current risk-based capital guidelines are based upon the 1988
capital accord (“Basel I”) of the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (the “Basel Committee”).  The guidelines
establish a systematic analytical framework that makes regulatory capital requirements more sensitive to differences
in risk profiles among banking organizations, takes off-balance sheet exposures into explicit account in assessing
capital adequacy, and minimizes disincentives to holding liquid, low-risk assets.  Under the guidelines and related
policies, financial holding companies must maintain capital sufficient to meet both a risk-based asset ratio test and
leverage ratio test on a consolidated basis.  The risk-based ratio is determined by allocating assets and specified
off-balance sheet commitments into four weighted categories, with higher levels of capital being required for
categories perceived as representing greater risk.  Summit Community is subject to substantially similar capital
requirements adopted by its applicable regulatory agencies.

Under the requirements, banking organizations are required to maintain minimum ratios for Tier 1 capital and total
capital to risk-weighted assets (including certain off-balance sheet items, such as letters of credit). For purposes of
calculating the ratios, a banking organization’s assets and some of its specified off-balance sheet commitments and
obligations are assigned to various risk categories.  A depository institution’s or holding company’s capital, in turn, is
classified in one of two tiers, depending on type:

•

Core Capital (Tier 1). Tier 1 capital includes common equity, retained earnings, qualifying non-cumulative perpetual
preferred stock, minority interests in equity accounts of consolidated subsidiaries (and, under existing standards, a
limited amount of qualifying trust preferred securities and qualifying cumulative perpetual preferred stock at the
holding company level), less goodwill, most intangible assets and certain other assets.

•
Supplementary Capital (Tier 2). Tier 2 capital includes, among other things, perpetual preferred stock and trust
preferred securities not meeting the Tier 1 definition, qualifying mandatory convertible debt securities, qualifying
subordinated debt, and allowances for loan and lease losses, subject to limitations.

We, like other financial holding companies, currently are required to maintain Tier 1 capital and “total capital” (the sum
of Tier 1 and Tier 2 capital) equal to at least 4.0% and 8.0%, respectively, of our total risk-weighted assets (including
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various off-balance-sheet items, such as letters of credit).   Summit Community, like other depository institutions, is
required to maintain similar capital levels under capital adequacy guidelines. In addition, for a depository institution to
be considered “well capitalized” under the regulatory framework for prompt corrective action, its Tier 1 and total capital
ratios must be at least 6.0% and 10.0% on a risk-adjusted basis, respectively.

Financial holding companies and banks are also currently required to comply with minimum leverage ratio
requirements. The leverage ratio is the ratio of a banking organization’s Tier 1 capital to its total adjusted quarterly
average assets (as defined for regulatory purposes). The requirements necessitate a minimum leverage ratio of 3.0%
for bank holding companies and member banks that either have the highest supervisory rating or have implemented
the appropriate federal regulatory authority’s risk-adjusted measure for market risk. All other bank holding companies
and member banks are required to maintain a minimum leverage ratio of 4.0%, unless a different minimum is
specified by an appropriate regulatory authority. In addition, for a
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depository institution to be considered “well capitalized” under the regulatory framework for prompt corrective action,
its leverage ratio must be at least 5.0%.

Our regulatory capital ratios and Summit Community’s capital ratios as of year end 2015 are set forth in the table in
Note 18 of the notes to the consolidated financial statements beginning on page 85.

Basel III Capital Rules Effective Beginning 2015.   In July 2013, the Company’s and Summit Community’s federal
banking regulators published the Basel III Capital Rules establishing a new comprehensive capital framework for U.S.
banking organizations.  The rules implement the Basel Committee’s December 2010 framework known as “Basel III” for
strengthening international capital standards as well as certain provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act. The Basel III Capital
Rules substantially revise the risk-based capital requirements applicable to financial holding companies and
depository institutions, including the Company and Summit Community, compared to the current U.S. risk-based
capital rules.  The Basel III Capital Rules define the components of capital and address other issues affecting the
numerator in banking institutions’ regulatory capital ratios.  The Basel III Capital Rules also address risk weights and
other issues affecting the denominator in banking institutions’ regulatory capital ratios and replace the existing
risk-weighting approach, which was derived from the Basel I capital accords of the Basel Committee, with a more
risk-sensitive approach based, in part, on the standardized approach in the Basel Committee’s 2004 “Basel II” capital
accords.  The Basel III Capital Rules also implement the requirements of Section 939A of the Dodd-Frank Act to
remove references to credit ratings from the federal banking agencies’ rules.  The Basel III Capital Rules were
effective for the Company and Summit Community on January 1, 2015 (subject to a phase-in period).

The Basel III Capital Rules, among other things, (i) introduce a new capital measure called “Common Equity Tier 1”
(“CET1”), (ii) specify that Tier 1 capital consists of CET1 and “Additional Tier 1 capital” instruments meeting specified
requirements, (iii) define CET1 narrowly by requiring that most deductions/adjustments to regulatory capital measures
be made to CET1 and not to the other components of capital and (iv) expand the scope of the deductions/adjustments
as compared to existing regulations.

When fully phased in on January 1, 2019, the Basel III Capital Rules will require the Company and Summit
Community to maintain (i) a minimum ratio of CET1 to risk-weighted assets of at least 4.5%, plus a 2.5% “capital
conservation buffer” (which is added to the 4.5% CET1 ratio as that buffer is phased in, effectively resulting in a
minimum ratio of CET1 to risk-weighted assets of at least 7% upon full implementation), (ii) a minimum ratio of Tier
1 capital to risk-weighted assets of at least 6.0%, plus the capital conservation buffer (which is added to the 6.0% Tier
1 capital ratio as that buffer is phased in, effectively resulting in a minimum Tier 1 capital ratio of 8.5% upon full
implementation), (iii) a minimum ratio of Total capital (that is, Tier 1 plus Tier 2) to risk-weighted assets of at least
8.0%, plus the capital conservation buffer (which is added to the 8.0% total capital ratio as that buffer is phased in,
effectively resulting in a minimum total capital ratio of 10.5% upon full implementation) and (iv) a minimum leverage
ratio of 4%, calculated as the ratio of Tier 1 capital to average assets (as compared to a current minimum leverage
ratio of 3% for banking organizations that either have the highest supervisory rating or have implemented the
appropriate federal regulatory authority’s risk-adjusted measure for market risk).

The aforementioned capital conservation buffer is designed to absorb losses during periods of economic stress.
Banking institutions with a ratio of CET1 to risk-weighted assets above the minimum but below the conservation
buffer will face regulatorily prescribed limitations on dividend payments, discretionary payments on tier 1 capital
instruments, share buybacks, and discretionary bonus payments to certain Company officers based on the amount of
the shortfall.

Under the Basel III Capital Rules, the initial minimum capital ratios as of January 1, 2015 are as follows:

•           4.5% CET1 to risk-weighted assets.
•           6.0% Tier 1 capital to risk-weighted assets.
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•           8.0% Total capital to risk-weighted assets.

The Basel III Capital Rules provide for a number of deductions from and adjustments to CET1. These include, for
example, the requirement that mortgage servicing rights, deferred tax assets arising from temporary differences that
could not be realized through net operating loss carrybacks and significant investments in non-consolidated financial
entities be deducted from CET1 to the extent that any one such category exceeds 10% of CET1 or all such categories
in the aggregate exceed 15% of CET1.  Furthermore, the effects of accumulated other comprehensive income items
included in capital are excluded for the purposes of determining regulatory capital ratios under current capital
standards. However, under the Basel III Capital Rules, the effects of certain accumulated other comprehensive items
are not excluded; however, certain banking organizations, including the Company and Summit Community, may
make a one-time permanent election to continue to exclude these items. The Company and Summit Community
expect to make this election in order to minimize variations in the level of capital.  

Table of Contents
7

Edgar Filing: SUMMIT FINANCIAL GROUP INC - Form 10-K

19



The Basel III Capital Rules also preclude certain hybrid securities, such as trust preferred securities, as Tier 1 capital
of bank holding companies, subject to phase-out.  However, for holding companies of depository institutions with less
than $15 billion in consolidated total assets as of December 31, 2009, the rules do not require a phase out of trust
preferred securities issued prior to May 19, 2010. This means that all of our trust preferred securities are permanently
grandfathered as Tier 1 capital instruments.

Implementation of the deductions and other adjustments to CET1 began on January 1, 2015 and will be phased-in over
a four-year period (beginning at 40% on January 1, 2015 and an additional 20% per year thereafter).  The
implementation of the capital conservation buffer will begin on January 1, 2016 at the 0.625% level and be phased in
over a four-year period (increasing by that amount on each subsequent January 1, until it reaches 2.5% on January 1,
2019).

With respect to Summit Community, the Basel III Capital Rules also revise the “prompt corrective action” regulations
pursuant to Section 38 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, as discussed below under “Prompt Corrective Action.”

The Basel III Capital Rules prescribe a standardized approach for risk weightings that expand the risk-weighting
categories from the current four Basel I-derived categories (0%, 20%, 50% and 100%) to a much larger and more
risk-sensitive number of categories, depending on the nature of the assets, generally ranging from 0% for U.S.
government and agency securities, to 600% for certain equity exposures, and resulting in higher risk weights for a
variety of asset categories.  Specific changes to current rules impacting our determination of risk-weighted assets
include, among other things:

•Applying a 150% risk weight instead of a 100% risk weight for certain high volatility commercial real estate
acquisition, development and construction loans.
•Assigning a 150% risk weight to exposures (other than residential mortgage exposures) that are 90 days past due.

•Providing for a 20% credit conversion factor for the unused portion of a commitment with an original maturity of one
year or less that is not unconditionally cancellable (currently set at 0%).

• Providing for a risk weight, generally not less than 20% with certain exceptions, for securities lending
transactions based on the risk weight category of the underlying collateral securing the transaction.

In addition, the Basel III Capital Rules provide more advantageous risk weights for derivatives and repurchase-style
transactions cleared through a qualifying central counterparty and increase the scope of eligible guarantors and
eligible collateral for purposes of credit risk mitigation.

The Basel III Capital Rules continue to apply the existing risk-based standard for residential mortgage loans which
includes a 50% risk-weight for prudently underwritten first-lien mortgages that are not past due.

The Company and Summit Community Bank exceed all capital adequacy requirements, including applicable
conservation buffers, under the Basel III Capital Rules as if such requirements were currently in effect on a fully
phased-in basis.

Prompt Corrective Action.  The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Improvement Act of 1991 ("FDICIA")
establishes a new regulatory scheme, which ties the level of supervisory intervention by bank regulatory authorities
primarily to a depository institution's capital category. Among other things, FDICIA authorizes regulatory authorities
to take "prompt corrective action" with respect to depository institutions that do not meet minimum capital
requirements.  FDICIA establishes five capital tiers:  well capitalized, adequately capitalized, undercapitalized,
significantly undercapitalized and critically undercapitalized.The relevant capital measures, which reflect changes
under the Basel III Capital Rules that became effective on January 1, 2015, are the total capital ratio, the CET1 capital
ratio, the Tier 1 capital ratio and the leverage ratio.

A bank will be (i) “well capitalized” if the institution has a total risk-based capital ratio of 10.0% or greater, a CET1
capital ratio of 6.5% or greater, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of 8.0% or greater, and a leverage ratio of 5.0% or
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greater, and is not subject to any order or written directive by any such regulatory authority to meet and maintain a
specific capital level for any capital measure; (ii) “adequately capitalized” if the institution has a total risk-based capital
ratio of 8.0% or greater, a CET1 capital ratio of 4.5% or greater, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of 6.0% or greater,
and a leverage ratio of 4.0% or greater and is not “well capitalized”; (iii) “undercapitalized” if the institution has a total
risk-based capital ratio that is less than 8.0%, a CET1 capital ratio less than 4.5%, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of
less than 6.0% or a leverage ratio of less than 4.0%; (iv) “significantly undercapitalized” if the institution has a total
risk-based capital ratio of less than 6.0%, a CET1 capital ratio less than 3.0%, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of less
than 4.0% or a leverage ratio of less than 3.0%; and (v) “critically undercapitalized” if the institution’s tangible equity is
equal to or less than 2.0% of average quarterly tangible assets. An institution may be downgraded to, or deemed to be
in, a capital category that is lower than indicated by its capital ratios if it is
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determined to be in an unsafe or unsound condition or if it receives an unsatisfactory examination rating with respect
to certain matters. A bank’s capital category is determined solely for the purpose of applying prompt corrective action
regulations, and the capital category may not constitute an accurate representation of the bank’s overall financial
condition or prospects for other purposes.”

Community Reinvestment Act

Financial holding companies and their subsidiary banks are also subject to the provisions of the Community
Reinvestment Act of 1977 (“CRA”).  Under the CRA, the FRB (or other appropriate bank regulatory agency) is
required, in connection with its examination of a bank, to assess such bank’s record in meeting the credit needs of the
communities served by that bank, including low and moderate income neighborhoods.  Further, such assessment is
also required of any financial holding company that has applied to (i) charter a national bank, (ii) obtain deposit
insurance coverage for a newly chartered institution, (iii) establish a new branch office that will accept deposits, (iv)
relocate an office, or (v) merge or consolidate with, or acquire the assets or assume the liabilities of a
federally-regulated financial institution.  In the case of a financial holding company applying for approval to acquire a
bank or other financial holding company, the FRB will assess the record of each subsidiary of the applicant financial
holding company, and such records may be the basis for denying the application or imposing conditions in connection
with approval of the application.  On December 8, 1993, the Federal regulators jointly announced proposed
regulations to simplify enforcement of the CRA by substituting the present twelve (12) categories with three (3)
assessment categories for use in calculating CRA ratings (the “December 1993 Proposal”).  In response to comments
received by the regulators regarding the December 1993 Proposal, the federal bank regulators issued revised CRA
proposed regulations on September 26, 1994 (the “Revised CRA Proposal”).  The Revised CRA Proposal, compared to
the December 1993 Proposal, essentially broadens the scope of CRA performance examinations and more explicitly
considers community development activities.  Moreover, in 1994, the Department of Justice became more actively
involved in enforcing fair lending laws.

In the most recent CRA examination by the bank regulatory authorities, Summit Community was given a “satisfactory”
CRA rating.

Graham-Leach-Bliley Act of 1999

The enactment of the Graham-Leach-Bliley Act of 1999 (the “GLB Act”) represents a pivotal point in the history of the
financial services industry.  The GLB Act swept away large parts of a regulatory framework that had its origins in the
Depression Era of the 1930s.  New opportunities were available for banks, other depository institutions, insurance
companies and securities firms to enter into combinations that permit a single financial services organization to offer
customers a more complete array of financial products and services.  The GLB Act provides a new regulatory
framework through the financial holding company, which has as its “umbrella regulator” the FRB.  Functional
regulation of the financial holding company’s separately regulated subsidiaries is conducted by their primary
functional regulators.  The GLB Act makes a CRA rating of satisfactory or above necessary for insured depository
institutions and their financial holding companies to engage in new financial activities.  The GLB Act specifically
gives the FRB the authority, by regulation or order, to expand the list of “financial” or “incidental” activities, but requires
consultation with the U.S. Treasury Department, and gives the FRB authority to allow a financial holding company to
engage in any activity that is “complementary” to a financial activity and does not “pose a substantial risk to the safety
and soundness of depository institutions or the financial system generally.”

Under the GLB Act, all financial institutions are required to adopt privacy policies, restrict the sharing of nonpublic
customer data with nonaffiliated parties at the customer’s request, and establish procedures and practices to protect
customer data from unauthorized access.  We have established policies and procedures to assure our compliance with
all privacy provisions of the GLB Act.
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Deposit Acquisition Limitation

Under West Virginia banking law, an acquisition or merger is not permitted if the resulting depository institution or its
holding company, including its affiliated depository institutions, would assume additional deposits to cause it to
control deposits in the State of West Virginia in excess of twenty five percent (25%) of such total amount of all
deposits held by insured depository institutions in West Virginia.  This limitation may be waived by the
Commissioner of Banking by showing good cause.

Consumer Laws and Regulations

In addition to the banking laws and regulations discussed above, bank subsidiaries are also subject to certain consumer
laws and regulations that are designed to protect consumers in transactions with banks.  Among the more prominent of
such laws and regulations are the Truth in Lending Act, the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and Regulation C, the
Electronic Funds Transfer
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Act, the Expedited Funds Availability Act, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, the Fair Credit Reporting Act, the Fair
Debt Collection Act, the Right to Financial Privacy Act, and the Fair Housing Act.  These laws and regulations
mandate certain disclosure requirements and regulate the manner in which financial institutions must deal with
customers when taking deposits or making loans to such customers. Bank subsidiaries must comply with the
applicable provisions of these consumer protection laws and regulations as part of their ongoing customer relations.

Dodd-Frank centralized responsibility for consumer financial protection by creating the CFPB, and giving it
responsibility for implementing, examining and enforcing compliance with federal consumer protection laws.  The
CFPB has broad rulemaking, supervisory and enforcement authority over consumer financial products and services,
including deposit products, residential mortgages, home-equity loans, and credit cards.  The CFPB’s functions include
investigating consumer complaints, rulemaking, supervising and examining banks’ consumer transactions, and
enforcing rules related to consumer financial products and services.  Banks with less than $10 billion in assets, such as
Summit Community, will be subject to these federal consumer financial laws, but will continue to be examined for
compliance by the FDIC, its primary federal banking regulator.

On January 10, 2013, the CFPB issued final regulations implementing provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act that require
all creditors to determine a consumer’s ability to repay a mortgage loan before making a loan.  The final rule, referred
to as the Ability-to Repay (ATR)/Qualified Mortgage (QM) standards, provide that a lender making a special type of
loan, known as a Qualified Mortgage, is entitled to presume that the loan complies with the ATR safe harbor
requirements.  The rule establishes different types of Qualified Mortgages that are generally identified as loans with
restrictions on loan features, limits on fees being charged and underwriting requirements.    The ATR/QM standards
were effective for loan applications taken on or after January 10, 2014.

USA Patriot Act of 2001

The USA Patriot Act of 2001 and its related regulations require insured depository institutions, broker-dealers, and
certain other financial institutions to have policies, procedures and controls to detect, prevent and report money
laundering and terrorist financing.  The statute and its regulations also provide for information sharing, subject to
conditions, between federal law enforcement agencies and financial institutions, as well as among financial
institutions, for counter-terrorism purposes.  Federal banking regulators are required, when reviewing bank holding
company acquisition and bank merger applications, to take into account the effectiveness of the anti-money
laundering activities of the applicants.

Pursuant to Title V of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, we, like all other financial institutions, are required to:
•provide notice to our customers regarding privacy policies and practices,

• inform our customers regarding the conditions under which their non-public personal information may be
disclosed to non-affiliated third parties, and

•give our customers an option to prevent certain disclosure of such information to non-affiliated third parties.
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002

The Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (“SOA”) addresses, among other issues, corporate governance, auditing and
accounting, executive compensation, and enhanced and timely disclosure of corporate information.  SOA requires our
Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer each to certify that Summit’s Quarterly and Annual Reports do not
contain any untrue statement of a material fact. The rules have several requirements, including requiring these officers
certify that:  they are responsible for establishing, maintaining and regularly evaluating the effectiveness of our
internal controls; they have made certain disclosures to our auditors and the audit committee of the Board of Directors
about our internal controls; and they have included information in Summit’s Quarterly and Annual Reports about their
evaluation and whether there have been significant changes in our internal controls or in other factors that could
significantly affect internal controls subsequent to the evaluation.
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Furthermore, in response to the directives of the SOA, NASDAQ adopted substantially expanded corporate
governance criteria for the issuers of securities quoted on the NASDAQ Capital Market (the market on which our
common stock is listed for trading).  The new NASDAQ rules govern, among other things, the enhancement and
regulation of corporate disclosure and internal governance of listed companies and of the authority, role and
responsibilities of their boards of directors and, in particular, of “independent” members of such boards of directors, in
the areas of nominations, corporate governance, compensation and the monitoring of the audit and internal financial
control processes.
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Cybersecurity

In March 2015, federal regulators issued two related statements regarding cybersecurity. One statement indicates that
financial institutions should design multiple layers of security controls to establish lines of defense and to ensure that
their risk management processes also address the risk posed by compromised customer credentials, including security
measures to reliably authenticate customers accessing internet-based services of the financial institution. The other
statement indicates that a financial institution’s management is expected to maintain sufficient business continuity
planning processes to ensure the rapid recovery, resumption and maintenance of the institution’s operations after a
cyber-attack involving destructive malware. A financial institution is also expected to develop appropriate processes
to enable recovery of data and business operations and address rebuilding network capabilities and restoring data if the
institution or its critical service providers fall victim to this type of cyber-attack. If we fail to observe the regulatory
guidance, we could be subject to various regulatory sanctions, including financial penalties.

In the ordinary course of business, we rely on electronic communications and information systems to conduct our
operations and to store sensitive data. We employ an in-depth, layered, defensive approach that leverages people,
processes and technology to manage and maintain cybersecurity controls. We employ a variety of preventative and
detective tools to monitor, block, and provide alerts regarding suspicious activity, as well as to report on any suspected
advanced persistent threats. Notwithstanding the strength of our defensive measures, the threat from cyber attacks is
severe, attacks are sophisticated and increasing in volume, and attackers respond rapidly to changes in defensive
measures. While to date, we have not experienced a significant compromise, significant data loss or any material
financial losses related to cybersecurity attacks, our systems and those of our customers and third-party service
providers are under constant threat and it is possible that we could experience a significant event in the future. Risks
and exposures related to cybersecurity attacks are expected to remain high for the foreseeable future due to the rapidly
evolving nature and sophistication of these threats, as well as due to the expanding use of Internet banking, mobile
banking and other technology-based products and services by us and our customers. See Item 1A. Risk Factors for a
further discussion of risks related to cybersecurity.

Transactions with Affiliates

Federal law restricts subsidiary banks of a financial holding company from making certain extensions of credit to the
parent financial holding company or to any of its subsidiaries; from investing in the holding company stock; and limits
the ability of a subsidiary bank to take its parent company stock as collateral for the loans of any borrower.
Additionally, federal law prohibits a financial holding company and its subsidiaries from engaging in certain tie-−in
arrangements in conjunction with the extension of credit or furnishing of services.

There are various statutory and regulatory limitations, including those set forth in sections 23A and 23B of the Federal
Reserve Act and the related Federal Reserve Regulation W, governing the extent to which the bank will be able to
purchase assets from or securities of or otherwise finance or transfer funds to us or our non-banking affiliates.  Among
other restrictions, such transactions between the bank and any one affiliate (including Summit) generally will be
limited to ten percent (10%) of the bank’s capital and surplus, and transactions between the bank and all affiliates will
be limited to twenty percent (20%) of the bank’s capital and surplus.  Furthermore, loans and extensions of credit are
required to be secured in specified amounts and are required to be on terms and conditions consistent with safe and
sound banking practices.

In addition, any transaction by a bank with an affiliate and any sale of assets or provisions of services to an affiliate
generally must be on terms that are substantially the same, or at least as favorable, to the bank as those prevailing at
the time for comparable transactions with non-affiliated companies.

Incentive Compensation
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The Federal Reserve Board reviews, as part of its regular, risk-focused examination process, the incentive
compensation arrangements of banking organizations, such as Summit, that are not “large, complex banking
organizations.” These reviews are tailored to each organization based on the scope and complexity of the organization’s
activities and the prevalence of incentive compensation arrangements. The findings of this supervisory initiative will
be included in reports of examination. Deficiencies will be incorporated into the organization’s supervisory ratings,
which can affect the organization’s ability to make acquisitions and take other actions. Enforcement actions may be
taken against a banking organization if its incentive compensation arrangements, or related risk-management control
or governance processes, pose a risk to the organization’s safety and soundness and the organization is not taking
prompt and effective measures to correct the deficiencies.

In June 2010, the Federal Reserve Board, OCC and FDIC issued comprehensive final guidance on incentive
compensation policies intended to ensure that the incentive compensation policies of banking organizations do not
undermine the safety and soundness of such organizations by encouraging excessive risk-taking. The guidance, which
covers all employees that have the ability to
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materially affect the risk profile of an organization, either individually or as part of a group, is based upon the key
principles that a banking organization’s incentive compensation arrangements should (i) provide incentives that do not
encourage risk-taking beyond the organization’s ability to effectively identify and manage risks, (ii) be compatible
with effective internal controls and risk management, and (iii) be supported by strong corporate governance, including
active and effective oversight by the organization’s board of directors.

In April 2011, the Federal Reserve Board, other federal banking agencies and the SEC jointly published proposed
rulemaking designed to implement provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act prohibiting incentive compensation
arrangements that would encourage inappropriate risk taking at a covered institution, which includes a bank or bank
holding company with $1 billion or more of assets, such as Summit. The proposed rule (i) prohibits incentive-based
compensation arrangements that encourage executive officers, employees, directors or principal shareholders to
expose the institution to inappropriate risks by providing excessive compensation (based on the standards for
excessive compensation adopted pursuant to the FDIA) and (ii) prohibits incentive-based compensation arrangements
for executive officers, employees, directors or principal shareholders that could lead to a material financial loss for the
institution. The proposed rule requires covered institutions to establish policies and procedures for monitoring and
evaluating their compensation practices. The comment period ended in May 2011. Although final rules have not been
adopted as of February 2016, officials from the Federal Reserve have recently indicated that the U.S. banking
regulators are in the process of preparing for public comment a new rule on incentive compensation. If these or other
regulations are adopted in a form similar to that initially proposed, they will impose limitations on the manner in
which we may structure compensation for our executives.

The scope and content of the U.S. banking regulators’ policies on incentive compensation are continuing to develop. It
cannot be determined at this time whether or when a final rule will be adopted and whether compliance with such a
final rule will adversely affect the ability of Summit and its subsidiaries to hire, retain and motivate their key
employees.

Competition

We engage in highly competitive activities. Each activity and market served involves competition with other banks
and savings institutions, as well as with non-banking and non-financial enterprises that offer financial products and
services that compete directly with our products and services. We actively compete with other banks, mortgage
companies and other financial service companies in our efforts to obtain deposits and make loans, in the scope and
types of services offered, in interest rates paid on time deposits and charged on loans, and in other aspects of banking.

Of particular note, banking laws limit the total amount we can lend to any one borrower generally to 15 percent of
Summit Community’s Tier 1 capital plus its allowance for loan losses.  Summit Community evaluated the risks and
rewards of lending up to this legal lending limit, and established a self-imposed lending limit equal to 75 percent of its
legal lending limit. Accordingly, institutions larger than Summit Community have a natural competitive advantage to
serve the loan needs of larger clients as their legal lending limits are proportionally greater than ours.

In addition to competing with other banks and mortgage companies, we compete with other financial institutions
engaged in the business of making loans or accepting deposits, such as savings and loan associations, credit unions,
industrial loan associations, insurance companies, small loan companies, finance companies, real estate investment
trusts, certain governmental agencies, credit card organizations and other enterprises.  In addition, competition for
money market accounts from securities brokers has also intensified. Additional competition for deposits comes from
government and private issues of debt obligations and other investment alternatives for depositors, such as money
market funds.  We take an aggressive competitive posture, and intend to continue vigorously competing for market
share within our service areas by offering competitive rates and terms on both loans and deposits.

Employees
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At February 25, 2016, we employed 231 full-time equivalent employees.

Available Information

Our Internet website address is www.summitfgi.com, and our Annual Reports on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on
Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K, and amendments to such filed reports with the SEC are accessible through
this website free of charge as soon as reasonably practicable after we electronically file such reports with the
SEC.  The information on our website is not, and shall not be deemed to be, a part of this report or incorporated into
any other filing with the SEC.

These reports are also available at the SEC’s Public Reference Room at 100 F Street, NE, Washington, D.C.
20549.  You may read and copy any materials that we file with the SEC at the Public Reference Room on official
business days during the hours
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of 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  You may obtain information on the operation of the Public Reference Room by calling the
SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330.  The SEC also maintains a website at www.sec.gov that contains reports, proxy and
information statements, and other information regarding issuers that file electronically with the SEC.

Statistical Information

The information noted below is provided pursuant to Guide 3 – Statistical Disclosure by Bank Holding Companies. 
Description of Information    Page Reference

 1. Distribution of Assets, Liabilities, and Shareholders' Equity; Interest Rates and Interest
Differential
    a. Average Balance Sheets 32
    b. Analysis of Net Interest Earnings    31
    c. Rate Volume Analysis of Changes in Interest Income and Expense 34

 2. Investment Portfolio
    a. Book Value of Investments   37
    b. Maturity Schedule of Investments  37
    c. Securities of Issuers Exceeding 10% of Shareholders’ Equity  36

 3. Loan Portfolio
    a. Types of Loans    36
    b. Maturities and Sensitivity to Changes in Interest Rates 64
    c. Risk Elements 38
    d.  Other Interest Bearing Assets n/a

 4. Summary of Loan Loss Experience 40
 5. Deposits

    a. Breakdown of Deposits by Categories, Average Balance, and Average Rate Paid 32-33
    b. Maturity Schedule of Time Certificates of Deposit and Other Time Deposits of $100,000
or More 76

 6. Return on Equity and Assets 30
 7. Short-term Borrowings 76
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Item 1A.  Risk Factors

We, like other financial holding companies, are subject to a number of risks that may adversely affect our financial
condition or results of operation, many of which are outside of our direct control, though efforts are made to manage
those risks while optimizing returns. Among the risks assumed are: (i) credit risk, which is the risk of loss due to loan
clients or other counterparties not being able to meet their financial obligations under agreed upon terms, (ii) market
risk, which is the risk of loss due to changes in the market value of assets and liabilities due to changes in market
interest rates, equity prices, and credit spreads, (iii) liquidity risk, which is the risk of loss due to the possibility that
funds may not be available to satisfy current or future commitments based on external market issues, investor and
customer perception of financial strength, and events unrelated to the Company such as war, terrorism, or financial
institution market specific issues, and (iv) operational risk, which is the risk of loss due to human error, inadequate or
failed internal systems and controls, violations of, or noncompliance with, laws, rules, regulations, prescribed
practices, or ethical standards, and external influences such as market conditions, fraudulent activities, disasters, and
security risks.

In addition to the other information included or incorporated by reference into this report, readers should carefully
consider that the following important factors, among others, could materially impact our business, future results of
operations, and future cash flows.

RISKS RELATING TO THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Our business may be adversely affected by conditions in financial markets and economic conditions generally.

Our business is concentrated in West Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley and Northern region of Virginia.  As a
result, our financial condition, results of operations and cash flows are subject to changes if there are changes in the
economic conditions in these areas.  A prolonged period of economic recession or other adverse economic conditions
in these areas could have a negative impact on Summit.  A significant decline in general economic conditions
nationally, caused by inflation, recession, acts of terrorism, outbreak of hostilities or other international or domestic
occurrences, unemployment, changes in securities markets, declines in the housing market, a tightening credit
environment or other factors could impact these local economic conditions and, in turn, have a material adverse effect
on our financial condition and results of operations.

Business activity across a wide range of industries and regions in the U.S. remains greatly reduced compared to that
prior to the 2008 economic downturn.  Certain sectors continue to recover and significant numbers of individuals are
underemployed or have even given up seeking employment.  Financial stress on borrowers as a result of an uncertain
economic environment could have an adverse effect on our borrowers or customers, which could adversely affect our
financial condition and results of operations.  Deterioration in local economic conditions, particularly within our
geographic regions and markets, could drive losses beyond that which is provided for in our allowance for loan
losses.  We may also face the following risks in connection with these events:

•
Economic conditions that negatively affect real estate values and the job market have resulted, and may
continue to result, in deterioration in credit quality of our loan portfolios, and such deterioration in credit
quality has had, and could continue to have, a negative impact on our business.

•Market developments may affect consumer confidence levels and may cause adverse changes in payment patterns,
causing increases in delinquencies and default rates on loans and other credit facilities.

• Our ability to assess the creditworthiness of our customers may be impaired if the models and approaches we
use to select, manage and underwrite our customers become less predictive of future charge-offs.

•We expect to face increased regulation of our industry, and compliance with such regulation may increase our costs,
limit our ability to pursue business opportunities and increase compliance challenges.
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As the above conditions or similar ones continue to exist or worsen, we could experience continuing or increased
adverse effects on our financial condition and results of operations.

The soundness of other financial institutions could adversely affect us.

Financial services institutions are interrelated as a result of trading, clearing, counterparty or other relationships.  We
have exposure to many different industries and counterparties and routinely execute transactions with counterparties
in the financial services industry, including brokers and dealers, commercial banks, or other institutional
firms.  Defaults by financial services institutions, and even rumors or questions about a financial institution or the
financial services industry in general, have led to market wide
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liquidity problems and could lead to losses or defaults by us or other institutions.  Any such losses could adversely
affect our financial condition or results of operations.

RISKS RELATING TO OUR BUSINESS

We are subject to extensive government regulation and supervision.

The Company and Summit Community are subject to extensive federal and state regulation and supervision, which
vests a significant amount of discretion in the various regulatory authorities. Banking regulations are primarily
intended to protect depositors’ funds, federal deposit insurance funds and the banking system as a whole, not security
holders. These regulations and supervisory guidance affect our lending practices, capital structure, investment
practices, dividend policy and growth, among other things. Congress and federal regulatory agencies continually
review banking laws, regulations and policies for possible changes. The Dodd-Frank Act, enacted in July 2010,
instituted major changes to the banking and financial institutions regulatory regimes. Other changes to statutes,
regulations or regulatory policies or supervisory guidance, including changes in interpretation or implementation of
statutes, regulations, policies or supervisory guidance, could affect us in substantial and unpredictable ways. Such
changes could subject us to additional costs, limit the types of financial services and products we may offer and/or
increase the ability of non-banks to offer competing financial services and products, among other things. Failure to
comply with laws, regulations, policies or supervisory guidance could result in enforcement and other legal actions by
Federal or state authorities, including criminal and civil penalties, the loss of FDIC insurance, the revocation of a
banking charter, other sanctions by regulatory agencies, civil money penalties and/or reputation damage. In this
regard, government authorities, including the bank regulatory agencies, are pursuing aggressive enforcement actions
with respect to compliance and other legal matters involving financial activities, which heightens the risks associated
with actual and perceived compliance failures. Any of the foregoing could have a material adverse effect on our
business, financial condition and results of operations.

See the section captioned “Supervision and Regulation” included in Item 1. Business on page 1.

We may become subject to additional regulatory restrictions in the event that our regulatory capital levels decline.

Although the Bank is qualified as “well capitalized” under the regulatory framework for prompt corrective action as of
December 31, 2015, there is no guarantee that we will not have a decline in our capital category in the future.  In the
event of such a capital category decline, we would be subject to increased regulatory restrictions that could have a
material adverse effect on our business, financial condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future prospects.

If a bank is classified as undercapitalized, the bank is required to submit a capital restoration plan to the
FDIC.  Pursuant to FDICIA, an undercapitalized bank is prohibited from increasing its assets, engaging in a new line
of business, acquiring any interest in any company or insured depository institution, or opening or acquiring a new
branch office, except under certain circumstances, including the acceptance by the FDIC of a capital restoration plan
for the bank. Furthermore, if a state non-member bank is classified as undercapitalized, the FDIC may take certain
actions to correct the capital position of the bank; if a bank is classified as significantly undercapitalized or critically
undercapitalized, the FDIC would be required to take one or more prompt corrective actions.  These actions would
include, among other things, requiring sales of new securities to bolster capital; improvements in management; limits
on interest rates paid; prohibitions on transactions with affiliates; termination of certain risky activities and restrictions
on compensation paid to executive officers.  If a bank is classified as critically undercapitalized, FDICIA requires the
bank to be placed into conservatorship or receivership within ninety (90) days, unless the Federal Reserve determines
that other action would better achieve the purposes of FDICIA regarding prompt corrective action with respect to
undercapitalized banks.
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Under FDICIA, banks may be restricted in their ability to accept brokered deposits, depending on their capital
classification. “Well capitalized” banks are permitted to accept brokered deposits, but all banks that are not well
capitalized could be restricted from accepting such deposits.  The FDIC may, on a case-by-case basis, permit banks
that are adequately capitalized to accept brokered deposits if the FDIC determines that acceptance of such deposits
would not constitute an unsafe or unsound banking practice with respect to the bank.  These restrictions could
materially and adversely affect our ability to access lower costs funds and thereby decrease our future earnings
capacity.

Our financial flexibility could be severely constrained if we are unable to renew our wholesale funding or if adequate
financing is not available in the future at acceptable rates of interest.  We may not have sufficient liquidity to continue
to fund new loan originations, and we may need to liquidate loans or other assets unexpectedly in order to repay
obligations as they mature.  Our inability to obtain regulatory consent to accept or renew brokered deposits could have
a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future prospects
and our ability to continue as a going concern.
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Finally, the capital classification of a bank affects the frequency of examinations of the bank, the deposit insurance
premiums paid by such bank, and the ability of the bank to engage in certain activities, all of which could have a
material adverse effect on our business, financial condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future
prospects.  Under FDICIA, the FDIC is required to conduct a full-scope, on-site examination of every bank at least
once every twelve (12) months.  An exception to this rule is made, however, that provides that banks (i) with assets of
less than $100.0 million, (ii) that are categorized as “well capitalized,” (iii) that were found to be well managed and
whose composite rating was outstanding and (iv) that have not been subject to a change in control during the last
twelve (12) months, need only be examined by the FDIC once every eighteen (18) months.

Our decisions regarding credit risk could be inaccurate, and our allowance for loan losses may be inadequate, which
could materially and adversely affect our business, financial condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future
prospects.

Our loan portfolio subjects us to credit risk.  Inherent risks in lending also include fluctuations in collateral values and
economic downturns.  Making loans is an essential element of our business, and there is a risk that our loans will not
be repaid.

We attempt to maintain an appropriate allowance for loan losses to provide for estimated probable credit losses
inherent in our loan portfolio.  As of December 31, 2015, our allowance for loan losses totaled $11.5 million, which
represents approximately 1.05% of our total loans.  There is no precise method of predicting loan losses, and
therefore, we always face the risk that charge-offs in future periods will exceed our allowance for loan losses and that
we would need to make additional provisions to our allowance for loan losses.

Our methodology for the determination of the adequacy of the allowance for loan losses for impaired loans is based on
classifications of loans into various categories and the application of generally accepted accounting principles in the
United States.  For non-classified loans, the estimated allowance is based on historical loss experiences as adjusted for
changes in trends and conditions on at least an annual basis.  In addition, on a quarterly basis, the estimated allowance
for non-classified loans is adjusted for the probable effect that current environmental factors could have on the
historical loss factors currently in use.  While our allowance for loan losses is established in different portfolio
components, we maintain an allowance that we believe is sufficient to absorb all estimated probable credit losses
inherent in our portfolio.

In addition, the FDIC as well as the West Virginia Division of Financial Institutions review our allowance for loan
and lease losses and may require us to establish additional reserves.  Additions to the allowance for loan and lease
losses will result in a decrease in our net earnings and capital and could hinder our ability to grow our assets.

We do business with other financial institutions that could experience financial difficulty.

We do business through the purchase and sale of Federal funds, check clearing and through the purchase and sale of
loan participations with other financial institutions.  Because these financial institutions have many risks, as do we, we
could be adversely affected should one of these financial institutions experience significant financial difficulties or fail
to comply with our agreements with them.

We may elect or be compelled to seek additional capital in the future, but capital may not be available when it is
needed.

We are required by federal and state regulatory authorities to maintain adequate levels of capital to support our
operations.  In addition, we may elect to raise additional capital to support our business or to finance acquisitions, if
any, or we may otherwise elect to raise additional capital.  Our ability to raise additional capital, if needed, will
depend on conditions in the capital markets, economic conditions and a number of other factors, many of which are
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outside our control, and on our financial performance.  Accordingly, we cannot be assured of our ability to raise
additional capital, if needed or on terms acceptable to us. If we cannot raise additional capital when needed, it may
have a material adverse effect on our financial condition, results of operations and prospects.

We rely on funding sources to meet our liquidity needs, such as brokered deposits and FHLB borrowings, which are
generally more sensitive to changes in interest rates and can be adversely affected by general economic conditions.

We have frequently utilized, as a source of funds, certificates of deposit obtained through third parties that solicit
funds from their customers for deposit with us, or brokered deposits.  Brokered deposits, when compared to retail
deposits attracted through a branch network, are generally more sensitive to changes in interest rates and volatility in
the capital markets and could reduce our net interest spread and net interest margin.  In addition, brokered deposit
funding sources may be more sensitive to significant changes in our financial condition.  As of December 31, 2015,
brokered deposits totaled $126.5 million, or approximately 11.9% of our total deposits, compared to brokered deposits
in the amount of $146.9 million or approximately
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13.8% of our total deposits at December 31, 2014.  As of December 31, 2015, approximately $29.0 million in
brokered deposits, or approximately 22.9% of our total brokered deposits, mature within one year.  Our ability to
continue to acquire brokered deposits is subject to our ability to price these deposits at competitive levels, which may
increase our funding costs and the confidence of the market.  In addition, if our capital ratios fall below the levels
necessary to be considered “well capitalized” under current regulatory guidelines, we could be restricted from using
brokered deposits as a funding source.

We also have borrowings with the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh, or the FHLB.  As of December 31, 2015,
our FHLB borrowings maturing within one year totaled $168.0 million.  If we were unable to borrow from the FHLB
in the future, we may be required to seek higher cost funding sources, which could materially and adversely affect our
net interest income.

One aspect of our liquidity management process is establishing contingent liquidity funding plans under various
scenarios in order to prepare for unexpected liquidity shortages or events.  The following represents three “stressed”
liquidity circumstances and our related contingency plans with respect to each.

Scenario 1 – Summit Community’s capital status becomes less than “well capitalized”.  Banks which are less than “well
capitalized” in accordance with regulatory capital guidelines are prohibited from issuing new brokered deposits without
first obtaining a waiver from the FDIC to do so.  In the event Summit Community’s capital status were to fall below
well capitalized and was not successful in obtaining the FDIC’s waiver to issue new brokered deposits, Summit
Community:

•Would have limited amounts of maturing brokered deposits to replace in the short-term, as we have limited our
brokered deposits maturing in any one quarter to no more than $50 million.

•Presently has $629 million in available sources of liquid funds which could be drawn upon to fund maturing brokered
deposits until Summit Community had restored its capital to well capitalized status.

•Would first seek to restore its capital to well capitalized status through capital contributions from Summit, its parent
holding company.

•

Would generally have no more than $100 million in brokered deposits maturing in any one year time frame, which is
well within its presently available sources of liquid funds, if in the event Summit does not have the capital resources
to restore Summit Community’s capital to well capitalized status.  One year would give Summit Community ample
time to raise alternative funds either through retail deposits or the sale of assets, and obtain capital resources to restore
it to well capitalized status.
Scenario 2 – Summit Community’s credit quality deteriorates such that the FHLB restricts further advances.  If in the
event that the Bank’s credit quality deteriorated to the point that further advances under its line with the FHLB were
restricted, Summit Community:

• Would severely curtail lending and other growth activities until such time as access to this line could be
restored, thus eliminating the need for net new advances.

•Would still have available current liquid funding sources secured by unemcumbered loans and securities totaling $281
million aside from its FHLB line, which would result in a funding source of approximately $221 million.
Scenario 3 – A competitive financial institution offers a retail deposit program at interest rates significantly above
current market rates in Summit Community’s market areas.  If a competitive financial institution offered a retail
deposit program at rates well in excess of current market rates in Summit Community’s market area, the Bank:

•Presently has $629 million in available sources of liquid funds which could be drawn upon immediately to fund any
“net run off” of deposits from this activity.

•Would severely curtail lending and other growth activities so as to preserve the availability of as much contingency
funds as possible.

•Would begin offering its own competitive deposit program when deemed prudent so as to restore the retail deposits
lost to the competition.
We operate in a very competitive industry and market.
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We face aggressive competition not only from banks, but also from other financial services companies, including
finance companies and credit unions, and, to a limited degree, from other providers of financial services, such as
money market mutual funds, brokerage firms, and consumer finance companies.  A number of competitors in our
market areas are larger than we are and have substantially greater access to capital and other resources, as well as
larger lending limits and branch systems, and offer a wider array of banking services.  Many of our non-bank
competitors are not subject to the same extensive regulations
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that govern us.  As a result, these non-bank competitors have advantages over us in providing certain services.  Our
profitability depends upon our ability to attract loans and deposits.  There is a risk that aggressive competition could
result in our controlling a smaller share of our markets.  A decline in market share could adversely affect our results of
operations and financial condition.

We are subject to environmental liability risk associated with lending activities.

A significant portion of our loan portfolio is secured by real property.  During the ordinary course of business, we may
foreclose on and take title to properties securing certain loans.  In doing so, there is a risk that hazardous or toxic
substances could be found on those properties.  If hazardous or toxic substances are found, we may be liable for
remediation costs, as well as for personal injury and property damage.  Environmental laws may require us to incur
substantial expenses and may materially reduce the affected property’s value or limit our ability to use or sell the
affected property.  In addition, future laws or more stringent interpretations or enforcement policies with respect to
existing laws may increase our exposure to environmental liability.  The remediation costs and any other financial
liabilities associated with an environmental hazard could have a material adverse effect on our financial condition and
results of operations.

Changes in interest rates could negatively impact our future earnings.

Changes in interest rates could reduce income and cash flow.  Our income and cash flow depend primarily on the
difference between the interest earned on loans and investment securities, and the interest paid on deposits and other
borrowings.  Interest rates are beyond our control, and they fluctuate in response to general economic conditions and
the policies of various governmental and regulatory agencies, in particular, the FRB.  Changes in monetary policy,
including changes in interest rates, will influence loan originations, purchases of investments, volumes of deposits,
and rates received on loans and investment securities and paid on deposits.  Our results of operations may be
adversely affected by increases or decreases in interest rates or by the shape of the yield curve.

The repeal of Federal prohibitions on payment of interest on demand deposits could increase our interest expense as
interest rates rise.

All federal prohibitions on the ability of financial institutions to pay interest on demand deposit accounts were
repealed as part of the Dodd-Frank Act beginning on July 21, 2011. As a result, some financial institutions have
commenced offering interest on demand deposits to compete for customers. We do not yet know what interest rates
other institutions may offer as market interest rates begin to increase. Our interest expense will increase and our net
interest margin will decrease if we begin offering interest on demand deposits to attract additional customers or
maintain current customers, which could have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition and
results of operations.
Our business is subject to significant government regulation.

We operate in a highly regulated environment and are subject to supervision and regulation by a number of
governmental regulatory agencies, including the West Virginia Division of Financial Institutions, the FRB and the
FDIC.  Regulations adopted by these agencies, which are generally intended to provide protection for depositors and
customers rather than for the benefit of shareholders, govern a comprehensive range of matters relating to ownership
and control of our shares, our acquisition of other companies and businesses, permissible activities for us to engage in,
maintenance of adequate capital levels and other aspects of our operations.  The bank regulatory agencies possess
broad authority to prevent or remedy unsafe or unsound practices or violations of law.

Future legislation and government policy could adversely affect the banking industry as a whole, including our results
of operations.  New legislation or regulation may limit the manner in which we may conduct our business, including
our ability to offer new products, assess fees, obtain financing, attract deposits, make loans and achieve satisfactory
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interest spreads.

We rely heavily on our management team, and the unexpected loss of key officers could adversely affect our business,
financial condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future prospects.

Our success has been and will continue to be greatly influenced by our ability to retain the services of existing senior
management and, as we expand, to attract and retain qualified additional senior and middle management.  Our senior
executive officers have been instrumental in the development and management of our business.  The loss of the
services of any of our senior executive officers could have an adverse effect on our business, financial condition,
results of operations, cash flows and/or future prospects.  We have not established a detailed management succession
plan.  Accordingly, should we lose the services of any of our senior executive officers, our Board of Directors may
have to search outside of Summit Financial Group for a qualified permanent replacement.  This search may be
prolonged, and we cannot assure you that we will be able to locate and hire a qualified
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replacement.  If any of our senior executive officers leaves his or her respective position, our business, financial
condition, results of operations, cash flows and/or future prospects may suffer.

Our information systems may experience failure, interruption or breach in security.
In the ordinary course of business, we rely on electronic communications and information systems to conduct our
operations and to store sensitive data. Any failure, interruption or breach in security of these systems could result in
significant disruption to our operations. Information security breaches and cybersecurity-related incidents may
include, but are not limited to, attempts to access information, including customer and company information,
malicious code, computer viruses and denial of service attacks that could result in unauthorized access, misuse, loss or
destruction of data (including confidential customer information), account takeovers, unavailability of service or other
events. These types of threats may derive from human error, fraud or malice on the part of external or internal parties,
or may result from accidental technological failure. Further, to access our products and services our customers may
use computers and mobile devices that are beyond our security control systems. Our technologies, systems, networks
and software, and those of other financial institutions have been, and are likely to continue to be, the target of
cybersecurity threats and attacks, which may range from uncoordinated individual attempts to sophisticated and
targeted measures directed at us. The risk of a security breach or disruption, particularly through cyber attack or cyber
intrusion, has increased as the number, intensity and sophistication of attempted attacks and intrusions from around
the world have increased.
Our business requires the collection and retention of large volumes of customer data, including personally identifiable
information in various information systems that we maintain and in those maintained by third parties with whom we
contract to provide data services. We also maintain important internal company data such as personally identifiable
information about our employees and information relating to our operations. The integrity and protection of that
customer and company data is important to us. Our collection of such customer and company data is subject to
extensive regulation and oversight.
Our customers and employees have been, and will continue to be, targeted by parties using fraudulent e-mails and
other communications in attempts to misappropriate passwords, bank account information or other personal
information or to introduce viruses or other malware through "Trojan horse" programs to our information systems
and/or our customers' computers. Though we endeavor to mitigate these threats through product improvements, use of
encryption and authentication technology and customer and employee education, such cyber attacks against us or our
merchants and our third party service providers remain a serious issue. The pervasiveness of cybersecurity incidents in
general and the risks of cyber crime are complex and continue to evolve. More generally, publicized information
concerning security and cyber-related problems could inhibit the use or growth of electronic or web-based
applications or solutions as a means of conducting commercial transactions.
Although we make significant efforts to maintain the security and integrity of our information systems and have
implemented various measures to manage the risk of a security breach or disruption, there can be no assurance that our
security efforts and measures will be effective or that attempted security breaches or disruptions would not be
successful or damaging. Even the most well protected information, networks, systems and facilities remain potentially
vulnerable because attempted security breaches, particularly cyber attacks and intrusions, or disruptions will occur in
the future, and because the techniques used in such attempts are constantly evolving and generally are not recognized
until launched against a target, and in some cases are designed not to be detected and, in fact, may not be detected.
Accordingly, we may be unable to anticipate these techniques or to implement adequate security barriers or other
preventative measures, and thus it is virtually impossible for us to entirely mitigate this risk. While we maintain
specific “cyber” insurance coverage, which would apply in the event of various breach scenarios, the amount of
coverage may not be adequate in any particular case. Furthermore, because cyber threat scenarios are inherently
difficult to predict and can take many forms, some breaches may not be covered under our cyber insurance coverage.
A security breach or other significant disruption of our information systems or those related to our customers,
merchants and our third party vendors, including as a result of cyber attacks, could (i) disrupt the proper functioning
of our networks and systems and therefore our  operations and/or those of certain of our customers; (ii) result in the
unauthorized access to, and destruction, loss, theft, misappropriation or release of confidential, sensitive or otherwise
valuable information of ours or our customers; (iii) result in a violation of applicable privacy, data breach and other

Edgar Filing: SUMMIT FINANCIAL GROUP INC - Form 10-K

41



laws, subjecting us to additional regulatory scrutiny and expose the us to civil litigation, governmental fines and
possible financial liability; (iv) require significant management attention and resources to remedy the damages that
result; or (v) harm our reputation or cause a decrease in the number of customers that choose to do business with us.
The occurrence of any of the foregoing could have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition and
results of operations.
The negative economic effects caused by terrorist attacks, including cyber attacks, potential attacks and other
destabilizing events, would likely contribute to the deterioration of the quality of our loan portfolio and could reduce
our customer base, level of deposits and demand for our financial products, such as loans.

High inflation, natural disasters, acts of terrorism, including cyber attacks, an escalation of hostilities or other
international or domestic occurrences and other factors could have a negative impact on the economy of the
Mid-Atlantic regions in which we
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operate.  An additional economic downturn in our markets would likely contribute to the deterioration of the quality of
our loan portfolio by impacting the ability of our customers to repay loans, the value of the collateral securing loans,
and may reduce the level of deposits in our bank and the stability of our deposit funding sources.  An additional
economic downturn could also have a significant impact on the demand for our products and services.  The
cumulative effect of these matters on our results of operations and financial condition could be adverse and material.

We are dependent upon third parties for certain information system, data management and processing services and to
provide key components of our business infrastructure.
We outsource certain information system and data management and processing functions to third party providers.
These third party service providers are sources of operational and informational security risk to us, including risks
associated with operational errors, information system interruptions or breaches, and unauthorized disclosures of
sensitive or confidential client or customer information. If third party service providers encounter any of these issues,
or if we have difficulty communicating with them, we could be exposed to disruption of operations, loss of service or
connectivity to customers, reputational damage, and litigation risk that could have a material adverse effect on our
results of operations or our business.
Third party vendors provide key components of our business infrastructure such as internet connections, network
access and core application processing. While we have selected these third party vendors carefully, we do not control
their actions.
These services must be available on a continuous and timely basis and be in compliance with any regulatory
requirements. Failure to do so could substantially harm our business.
We often purchase services from vendors under agreements that typically can be terminated on a periodic basis. There
can be no assurance, however, that vendors will be able to meet their obligations under these agreements or that we
will be able to compel them to do so. Risks of relying on vendors include the following:

•
If an existing agreement expires or a certain service is discontinued by a vendor, then we may not be able to continue
to offer our customers the same breadth of products, and our operating results would likely suffer unless we are able
to find an alternate supply of a similar service.

•Agreements we may negotiate in the future may commit us to certain minimum spending obligations. It is possible
that we will not be able to create the market demand to meet such obligations.

•
If market demand for our products increases suddenly, our current vendors might not be able to fulfill our commercial
needs, which would require us to seek new arrangements or new sources of supply and may result in substantial
delays in meeting market demand.

•We may not be able to control or adequately monitor the quality of services we receive from our vendors. Poor quality
services could damage our reputation with our customers.
Potential problems with vendors such as those discussed above could have a significant adverse effect on our
business, lead to higher costs and damage our reputation with our customers and, in turn, have a material adverse
effect on our financial condition and results of operations.
Changes in accounting standards could impact reported earnings.

The accounting standard setting bodies, including the Financial Accounting Standards Board and other regulatory
bodies, periodically change the financial accounting and reporting standards affecting the preparation of financial
statements.  These changes are not within our control and could materially impact our financial statements.

Our business is dependent on technology, and our inability to invest in technological improvements may adversely
affect our results of operations, financial condition and cash flows.

The financial services industry is undergoing rapid technological changes with frequent introductions of new
technology-driven products and services.  In addition to better serving customers, the effective use of technology
increases efficiency and enables financial institutions to reduce costs.  Our future success depends in part upon our
ability to address the needs of our customers by using technology to provide products and services that will satisfy
customer demands for convenience, as well as create additional efficiencies in its operations.  Many of our
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competitors have substantially greater resources to invest in technological improvements.  We may not be able to
effectively implement new technology-driven products and services or be successful in marketing these products and
services to our customers, which may negatively affect our results of operations, financial condition and cash flows.
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Our potential inability to integrate companies we may acquire in the future could have a negative effect on our
expenses and results of operations.

On occasion, we may engage in a strategic acquisition when we believe there is an opportunity to strengthen and
expand our business. To fully benefit from such acquisition, however, we must integrate the administrative, financial,
sales, lending, collections and marketing functions of the acquired company.  If we are unable to successfully
integrate an acquired company, we may not realize the benefits of the acquisition, and our financial results may be
negatively affected.  A completed acquisition may adversely affect our financial condition and results of operations,
including our capital requirements and the accounting treatment of the acquisition.  Completed acquisitions may also
lead to significant unexpected liabilities after the consummation of these acquisitions.

RISKS RELATING TO AN INVESTMENT IN OUR SECURITIES

Our ability to pay dividends is limited.

We are a separate and distinct legal entity from our subsidiaries. We receive substantially all of our revenue from
dividends from our subsidiary bank, Summit Community.  These dividends are the principal source of funds to pay
dividends on our common stock and interest and principal on our debt.  Various federal and/or state laws and
regulations limit the amount of dividends that Summit Community may pay to Summit.  Also, Summit’s right to
participate in a distribution of assets upon a subsidiary’s liquidation or reorganization is subject to the prior claims of
the subsidiary’s creditors.  In the event Summit Community is unable to pay dividends to us, we may not be able to
service debt, pay obligations or pay dividends on our common stock.  The inability to receive dividends from Summit
Community could have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition and results of operations.

The market price for shares of our common stock may fluctuate.

The market price of our common stock could be subject to significant fluctuations due to a change in sentiment in the
market regarding our operations or business prospects.  Such risks may include:
•Operating results that vary from the expectations of management, securities  analysts and investors;
•Developments in our business or in the financial sector generally;
•Regulatory changes affecting our industry generally or our businesses and operations;
•Regulatory changes affecting our industry generally or our businesses and operations;
•Announcements of strategic developments, acquisitions and other material events by us or our competitors;
•Changes in the credit, mortgage and real estate markets, including the markets for mortgage-related securities;

•Changes in global financial markets and global economies and general market conditions, such as interest or foreign
exchange rates, stocks, commodity, credit or asset valuations or volatility;
•Changes in securities analysts’ estimates of financial performance;
•Volatility of stock market prices and volumes;
•Rumors or erroneous information;
•Changes in market valuations of similar companies;
•Changes in interest rates;
•New developments in the banking industry;
•Variations in our quarterly or annual operating results;
•New litigation or changes in existing litigation; and
•Regulatory actions
Our executive officers and directors own shares of our common stock, allowing management to have an impact on our
corporate affairs.

As of February 25, 2016 our executive officers and directors beneficially own 20.04% (computed in accordance with
Exchange Act Rule 13d-3) of the outstanding shares of our common stock.  Accordingly, these executive officers and
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directors will be able

Table of Contents
21

Edgar Filing: SUMMIT FINANCIAL GROUP INC - Form 10-K

46



to impact the outcome of all matters required to be submitted to our shareholders for approval, including decisions
relating to the election of directors, the determination of our day-to-day corporate and management policies and other
significant corporate transactions.

There may be future sales of additional common stock or preferred stock or other dilution of our equity, which may
adversely affect the market price of our common stock.

Our board of directors is authorized to cause us to issue additional classes or series of preferred shares without any
action on the part of the shareholders.  The board of directors also has the power, without shareholder approval, to set
the terms of any such classes or series of preferred shares that may be issued, including voting rights, dividend rights
and preferences over the common stock with respect to dividends or upon the liquidation, dissolution or winding-up of
our business and other terms.  If we issue preferred shares in the future that have a preference over the common stock
with respect to the payment of dividends or upon liquidation, dissolution or winding-up, or if we issue preferred
shares with voting rights that dilute the voting power of the common stock, the rights of holders of the common stock
or the market price of the common stock could be adversely affected.

The market price of our common stock could decline as a result of sales of a large number of shares of common stock
or preferred stock or similar securities in the market or the perception that such sales could occur. 

Holders of our junior subordinated debentures have rights that are senior to those of our shareholders.

We have three statutory business trusts that were formed for the purpose of issuing mandatorily redeemable securities
(the “capital securities”) for which we are obligated to third-party investors and investing the proceeds from the sale of
the capital securities in our junior subordinated debentures (the “debentures”).  The debentures held by the trusts are
their sole assets.  Our subordinated debentures of these unconsolidated statutory trusts totaled approximately $19.6
million at December 31, 2015 and 2014.

Distributions on the capital securities issued by the trusts are payable quarterly, at the variable interest rates specified
in those certain securities.  The capital securities are subject to mandatory redemption, in whole or in part, upon
repayment of the debentures.

Payments of the principal and interest on the trust preferred securities of the statutory trusts are conditionally
guaranteed by us.  The junior subordinated debentures are senior to our shares of common stock.  As a result, we must
make payments on the junior subordinated debentures before any dividends can be paid on our common stock and, in
the event of our bankruptcy, dissolution or liquidation, the holders of the junior subordinated debentures must be
satisfied before any distributions can be made on our common stock.  We have the right to defer distributions on the
junior subordinated debentures (and the related trust preferred securities) for up to five (5) years, during which time no
dividends may be paid on our common stock.  In 2015, our total interest payments on these junior subordinated
debentures approximated $521,000.  Based on current rates, our quarterly interest payment obligation on our junior
subordinated debentures is approximately $137,000.

The capital securities held by our three trust subsidiaries qualify as Tier 1 capital under FRB guidelines.  In
accordance with these guidelines, trust preferred securities generally are limited to twenty-five percent (25%) of Tier 1
capital elements, net of goodwill.  The amount of trust preferred securities and certain other elements in excess of the
limit can be included in Tier 2 capital.

Provisions of our amended and restated articles of incorporation could delay or prevent a takeover of us by a third
party.
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Our amended and restated articles of incorporation could delay, defer or prevent a third party from acquiring us,
despite the possible benefit to our shareholders, or could otherwise adversely affect the price of our common
stock.  For example, our amended and restated articles of incorporation contain advance notice requirements for
nominations for election to our Board of Directors. We also have a staggered board of directors, which means that
only one-third (1/3) of our Board of Directors can be replaced by shareholders at any annual meeting.

Our stock price can be volatile.

Stock price volatility may make it more difficult for our shareholders to resell their common stock when they want
and at prices they find attractive.  Our stock price can fluctuate significantly in response to a variety of factors,
including, among other things:
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•     Actual or anticipated negative variations in quarterly results of operations;
•     Negative recommendations by securities analysts;
•     Poor operating and stock price performance of other companies that investors deem comparable to us;
•     News reports relating to negative trends, concerns, and other issues in the financial services industry or the
economy in general;
•     Negative perceptions in the marketplace regarding us and/or our competitors;
•     New technology used, or services offered, by competitors;
•     Adverse changes in interest rates or a lending environment with prolonged low interest rates;
•     Adverse changes in the real estate market;
•     Negative economic news;
•     Failure to integrate acquisitions or realize anticipated benefits from acquisitions;
•     Adverse changes in government regulations; and
•     Geopolitical conditions such as acts or threats of terrorism or military conflicts.
General market fluctuations, industry factors and general economic and political conditions and events, such as
economic slowdowns or recessions, interest rate changes or credit loss trends, could also cause our stock price to
decrease, regardless of operating results.

Your shares are not an insured deposit.

Your investment in our common stock is not a bank deposit and is not insured or guaranteed by the FDIC or any other
government agency.  Your investment is subject to investment risk, and you must be capable of affording the loss of
your entire investment.

OTHER RISKS

Additional factors could have a negative effect on our financial performance and the value of our common
stock.  Some of these factors are general economic and financial market conditions, continuing consolidation in the
financial services industry, new litigation or changes in existing litigation, regulatory actions, and losses.
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Item 1B.  Unresolved Staff Comments

Not applicable.

Item 2.  Properties

Our principal executive office is located at 300 North Main Street, Moorefield, West Virginia, in a building owned by
Summit Community.  Summit Community’s headquarters and branch locations occupy offices which are either owned
or operated under lease arrangements.  At December 31, 2015, Summit Community operated 15 banking
offices.  Summit Insurance Services, LLC operates out of the Moorefield, West Virginia, and Leesburg, Virginia,
offices of Summit Community, and also leases a location in Leesburg, Virginia.

Number of Offices
Office Location Owned Leased Total
Summit Community Bank
Moorefield, West Virginia 1 — 1
Mathias, West Virginia 1 — 1
Franklin, West Virginia 1 — 1
Petersburg, West Virginia 1 — 1
Charleston, West Virginia 2 — 2
Rainelle, West Virginia 1 — 1
Rupert, West Virginia 1 — 1
Winchester, Virginia 1 1 2
Leesburg, Virginia 1 — 1
Harrisonburg, Virginia 1 1 2
Warrenton, Virginia — 1 1
Martinsburg, West Virginia 1 — 1
Summit Insurance Services, LLC
Leesburg, Virginia — 1 1

We believe that the premises occupied by us and our subsidiaries generally are well located and suitably equipped to
serve as financial services facilities.  See Notes 7 and 8 of our consolidated financial statements on page 74.

Item 3.  Legal Proceedings

Information required by this item is set forth under the caption "Litigation" in Note 15 of our consolidated financial
statements beginning on page 83.

Item 4.  Mine Safety Disclosures

Not applicable.
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PART II.

Item 5.  Market for Registrant's Common Equity Related Stockholder Matters and Issuer Purchases of Equity

Common Stock Dividend and Market Price Information:  Our stock trades on the NASDAQ Capital Market under the
symbol “SMMF.”  The following table presents cash dividends paid per share and information regarding bid prices per
share of Summit's common stock for the periods indicated.  The bid prices presented are based on information
reported by NASDAQ and may reflect inter-dealer prices, without retail mark-up, mark-down or commission, and not
represent actual transactions.

First
Quarter

Second
Quarter

Third
Quarter

Fourth
Quarter

2015
Dividends paid $0.08 $0.08 $0.08 $0.08
High Bid 12.87 13.09 12.79 12.00
Low Bid 10.80 11.15 11.27 11.03
2014
Dividends paid $— $— $— $—
High Bid 11.00 11.23 10.98 12.70
Low Bid 8.89 9.75 9.17 9.61

The payment of dividends is subject to the restrictions set forth in the West Virginia Business Corporation Act and the
limitations imposed by the FRB. Payment of dividends by Summit is primarily dependent upon receipt of dividends
from Summit Community.  Payment of dividends by Summit Community is regulated by the Federal Reserve System
and generally, the prior approval of the FRB is required if the total dividends declared by a state member bank in any
calendar year exceeds its net profits, as defined, for that year combined with its retained net profits for the preceding
two years. Additionally, prior approval of the FRB is required when a state member bank has deficit retained earnings
but has sufficient current year’s net income, as defined, plus the retained net p
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