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(Former Name or Former Address, if Changed Since Last Report)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

o    Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o    Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 1.01 ENTRY INTO A MATERIAL DEFINITIVE AGREEMENT

On December 17, 2009, the Board of Directors approved the following changes to Board Compensation for non-employee Directors effective
January 1, 2010:

1. The meeting fee for meetings of Committees of the Board of Directors shall be decreased from $2,500 to $2,000 for each Committee
meeting attended and the additional $2,500 payment made for each Committee meeting chaired shall be eliminated.

2. A meeting fee of $2,000 shall be paid for each Board of Directors� meeting attended.

3. The Chair of the Audit and Finance Committee shall receive an additional annual retainer of $10,000.  The Chair of each of the
Compensation and Organization Committee and the Corporate Governance Committee shall receive an additional annual retainer of $7,500. 
Previously only the Chairs of the Audit and Finance Committee and the Compensation and Organization Committee received an additional
retainer of $7,500.

ITEM 5.02 DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR CERTAIN OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS; APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN
OFFICERS; COMPENSATORY ARRANGEMENTS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS

On December 17, 2009, Mr. William Klitgaard, Covance�s Corporate Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer was appointed to the
additional position of Principal Accounting Officer.  Ms. Michele Kennedy shall remain with Covance in a senior finance capacity.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

COVANCE INC.

Date: December 22, 2009 /s/ James W. Lovett
Name: James W. Lovett
Title: Corporate Senior Vice President, General Counsel

and Secretary
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